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MISSION STATEMENT:  The Otselic Valley Central School community will 
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve 

their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow. 
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Superintendent’s Message 
Strategic Planning Meeting Winter’s icy grip seemed to arrive early this year; 

however, the chill in the air has done nothing to cool the 
enthusiasm, growth, and excitement within hearts and 
minds of our students and staff at Otselic Valley. 

One of my goals was to increase the level of 
connectivity and inclusivity among stakeholder groups 

within our school community, so we have started a number of initiatives 
in response. 

Strategic Planning 
In the late fall we completed the district’s Strategic Planning by 

consensus process. The Strategic Planning Committee is comprised 
of students, instructional and non-instructional staff, parents and 
community members, and administrators who worked together over 
four days spread out over November. This was Phase One; Phase Two 
will be the district’s roll out of the Strategic Plan which will include, 
but is not limited to, presenting the plan to the Board and community, 
faculty and staff, and students. 

Additionally, pending Board approval, we will together share the 
Strategic Plan with the greater Otselic Valley and implement the 
district’s new mission, vision, core beliefs, and performance measures. 
Our new mission represents our prime objective each day, whereas our 
new vision represents what we aspire to become. My hope is that you 
will share my excitement, with the knowledge that through connecting 
with multiple stakeholder groups, we were able set specific performance 
measures with high expectations for every student and staff member 
within our school community. 

District Committees 
The district comprehensive committee system includes Finance, 

Policy, Facilities, Transportation, and Shared Decision Making. It is 
important for community members to know that district committee 
meetings are open to the public. Likewise, committee members report 
discussion and recommendations at regular Board of Education 
meetings. If you have interest in any or all of the meetings, please look 
for the weekly district postings or the standing committee schedule 
on the district’s website (Move through the website by following “>” 

Continued on next page 
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Superintendent’s Message, cont. 
which tells you the next steps to click: first click 
District > Board Docs > Committee Meeting Schedule 
for 2018-2019 > Print the Agenda > click the “Detailed 
Agenda” tab). 
Thought Exchange 

Thought Exchange, simply put, is “stakeholder 
engagement, simplified” using a digital survey 
tool. This survey platform enables completely 
anonymous dialogue between the district and 
stakeholder groups through the stakeholders’ own 
responses to meaningful questions posed by the 
district. Respondents can participate on any digital 
device, including smartphones, computers, or tablets. 
Your voice is important and the district will be 
providing you with another platform to participate. 
Student Leadership 

The Student Advisory Council is a byproduct of the 
district’s Strategic Planning work, and will comprise 
students in grades 7-12 in a broad cross-section 
representative of our student body. The students 
that participated in Strategic Planning will assist me 
in facilitating the Student Advisory Council. This 
will establish another platform to develop student 
leadership within our school community. In addition, 
students will be able to participate in meaningful 
dialogue and provide insight on students’ learning 
needs from the student perspective. 
Athletic Advisory Council 

The Athletic Advisory Council will be a joint effort 
between the district’s Physical Education programs, 
Interscholastic Athletic programs, and Community 
Youth programs. I have determined that our district 
needs to create a system that is clear and easy to 
understand, that follows best practices, and leads to 
an increase in student participation and development. 
The work of the Council will be strategic, purposeful, 
and intentional as the district works to increase the 
level of connectivity and inclusivity. 

It is encouraging to see our school community 
working together and moving in one direction in 
order to make the connections and build the bridges 
that are going to lead to learning and opportunities 
every student. Please accept my warmest wishes for 
a Happy New Year to you and your loved ones. 

Sincerely, 
Robert G. Berson 
Superintendent of Schools 

A Matter of Principal 
It has been an interesting and 

exciting fall for me here at OVCS. 
I am impressed with several parts of 
the school and want to share those 
observations. 

The sense of community is very 
strong here. It is evident in the sup-
port the community gives during 

Spirit Week, the soccer tournament and Morning 
program. It is evident in the level of caring and sup-
port the faculty and staff demonstrate when working 
with students. It is also evident in the way students 
interact with adults and their peers while in school 
or at school events. 

As a district, there is a clear commitment to the 
future. The facility is well taken care of, educational 
technology is excellent, class sizes are wonderful and 
there are aides in all the elementary classes. There is 
a significant amount of quality professional develop-
ment for the instructional staff and the district has 
begun the process of developing a Strategic Plan. 
The Strategic Plan will identify the areas we need to 
work on to better help our students prepare for the 
future. The class sizes, technology and staff develop-
ment will play significant roles in helping the district 
achieve the goals of the Strategic Plan. All school 
districts have challenges they must tackle. 

I am looking forward to working with the Board 
of Education, administration, teachers, staff, and 
students as we strive to meet our goals. 

—Dana Chapman, Interim Principal 

I 
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Gymnasium Dedication 

At a ceremony held during halftime of the Boys’ A reception with remarks by special guests fol-
lowed the game, and Coach Loomis heard his OV 
life captured in stories, tributes, and more than a 
little humor. Speakers included Greg Evans (Class of 
2007), Brandon Cook (also representing his father, a 
Varsity coach at Brookfield), Eric Wentworth (Class 
of 2008), Peter Mahunik (former OV business teacher, 
Business Administrator, and JV basketball coach), and 
Eileen Knickerbocker (former OV teacher, coach, and 
colleague). 

When guests’ comments concluded and it was 
Coach Loomis’s time to take the microphone, his 
topic was of little surprise to those who know him 
well. Coach did not keep the spotlight on himself, 
but instead spoke to each of the speakers while 
noticing their unique contributions. There may have 
been a lot of laughter, but it was also framed in deep 
appreciation. 

Otselic Valley Central School also appreciates the 
many who made the event possible: Mr. Winn for 
organizing, Mrs. Burpee for arranging and serving 
refreshments, Morrisville-Eaton coaches and play-
ers for accommodating the halftime extras, and our 
intrepid custodial staff for everything they do. 

Just days after the Dedication event, a message from 
Coach Loomis was received by the school: 

I sincerely thank our entire school community for 
the honor I recently received. I can’t think of a greater 
tribute to my career than to have our gymnasium 
carry my name. It’s been a privilege to work with 
our students over the years and I cherish the time 
I’ve spent with them. I’m proud to say that my entire 
professional career has been at Otselic Valley—the 
only place I’ve ever wanted to be. Again, thank you 
very much! —Dave Loomis 

Thank You 
Coach Loomis! 

Varsity basketball game v. Morrisville-Eaton on 
Friday, November 30, 2018, the gym that contains 
so much of our school life was renamed the David 
W. Loomis Gymnasium. The Otselic Valley Central 
School District Board of Education proposed the 
renaming of our gym to honor an OV graduate (Class 
of 1968) whose professional life has been given to 
generations of our students. 

The reasons for this honor require math, and 
affirm so much appreciation. For 46 years (so far), 
Coach David W. Loomis has been serving students 
and families at Otselic Valley Central School. For 33 
of those years he was Athletic Director; in some years 
he coached all Junior High boys’ sports; later, and 
for many years, he coached all Varsity boys’ sports; 
in most years he was a club advisor; in all years he 
has helped our students grow as both athletes and 
human beings. 

It was a privilege to honor him through this dedi-
cation and the renaming of our gym, and we were 
delighted that the bleachers were filled with friends, 
fans, and family who marked the occasion. 
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Drama Club Travels to Utica 

The Otselic Valley Drama Club recently trav-
eled to Utica College to see a performance of the 
musical Cabaret on the Strebel Auditorium Stage. 

While theater students always benefit from 
exposure to more productions, this one was spe-
cial: one of the leading cast members was Crystal 
Hayner, a member of the Otselic Valley Class of 
2015 and now a senior at Utica College. 

Many current Drama Club members remember 
Crystal’s performances on stage right here, and it 
was encouraging for them to see that participa-
tion in Otselic Valley musicals and fall plays can 
prepare aspiring actors and crew for something 
more. We hope it was encouraging for Crystal, 
too, to have a fan club on hand for one of the last 
performances in her college theater career. 

The Cabaret performance was followed by a 
talk-back session, where actors and Utica College 
Theater Department faculty returned to the stage 
to answer audience questions. Our Drama Club 
students became more than just consumers of the 
action on stage by asking questions, unpacking 
the experience—from character development to 
stagecraft—and stepping in to that privileged 
space between audience and actors. 

Cabaret debuted on Broadway in 1966, later 
in London, and then was made into a 1972 film. 
Contemporary audiences enjoyed a more recent 
revival in 2014. (Music is by John Kander, lyrics 
by Fred Ebb, book by Joe Masteroff based on a 
1951 play by John Van Druten adapted from short 
novels by Christopher Isherwood.) 

The Otselic Valley Grange has again provided personal 
dictionaries to all 3rd grade students in our school. Grange 
representatives Marge Davis and Mary Comfort provided 
the give-away during the 3rd Grade Parent Breakfast. 

Grange Dictionary Donation 

Each easy-open, soft-covered book included a name-
plate marking each as a student’s very own. This is not any 
ordinary dictionary—it is packed with special features 
from measurements to capitals, making the book useful 
to all students in a variety ways. 

Our local Grange has long supported education, and 
we appreciate their sharing resources to provide each 
student with a worthy gift of their very own. These bright 
yellow books provide particular value found only in 
paper dictionaries: their layout encourages browsing so 
that students are helped to find unexpected words—and 
more of them—when learning how to spell and define 
anything from “characterization” to “perimeter” and 
more. Dictionary reading is a practice, and many learn to 
do it. The search-by-hand method used with books printed 
on paper also means the whole search process can slow 
down for more exploration and deep study. 

Thank you Otselic Valley Grange, for your generosity, 
and for making students a part of your mission. 

Many thanks OV Grange! 



O.iice of the Chenango County Sheriff 
279 County Route 46 

Norwich, NY 13815-2238 

Ernest R. C11tting, Ji , Shciiff 

December 27, 2018 
Daniel W. Fr.Ur, Und(·rs hcr iff 

To: Rcsidenls io the vicinit y of247 Beaver Meadow Road, Plymouth. NY: 

Pursuant to New York State Cor rect ion La w Se<'tion 168 -1(6) th eC henun go Co unt y 
Sheriff's Offi<'e may disseminat e rele\ •ant informat ion abou t u Levt'I fl 2 Sex Offender. 
Level # 2 mean s that it has been deter min ed the Sex Offender' s risk of repeat offen se is 
modera te an d the re exists a pot ent ial thre at to publ ic safety. Offender is fm1h er 
designat ed as a "Sex ually Violent Offend er" 

Currentl y the following Level# 3 Sex Offender is living at : 247 Beaver Meadow 
Road, Plvmouth, NY 13832 

NAME: .Jar ed S. Quackenbu sh age 23 

Phvsical Descri ption: Whit e male, 5'08 " tall , Blonde ha ir, Blue eyes, approx , 130 lbs. 

Dess:ription of Offense: Jn 2016, Level# 2 Sex Offender wa s convicted of Felony Attempt ed 
Sexual Abuse - P' Degree : Conlact by Forcible Compul sion af ter att empt ing to 
engage in unlawful sexual intercours e wit h a 15 year old victim under the threat an d 
use of physical Force. 

At this time the above Sex Offender must register every 90 days with the Chen an go 
County Sher iff' s Office and he must notify the Sheriff's Office of any address chan ges. 
lfyou have any questioru; , Please con tact the Sheriff' s Office a l # (607) 337- 1864 or visit the 
·Sheriff's Offic e Web-site at www cheoango,;heriff.us and click on .. Sex Offender Watch ". 

cc: Town of Otl!clic,& Plymouth ,$11pcn'isors New York State Police 

Main Phou~~:!;) xttJo~;t:~i~hl)i! .!~:;if~7) 334-.5175 ♦ Correction Di\~sion (607) 336-1402 ♦ Fax (607) 336-1568 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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Emergency School Closings Information 
If school is closed or delayed due to inclement 

weather or other emergency, our All-Call System will 
send out a message to parents of all students. It will 
also be broadcast over the following: 

WCHN-AM 97 WWYL-FM 104.1 
WKXZ-FM 94 WAAL-FM 99.1 
WBKT-FM 95.3 WSTM-TV 3 
WZOZ-FM WTVH-TV 5 
WDOS-AM 730 WSYR-TV9 
WSRK-FM 103.9 WBNG-TV 12 
WNBF-AM 1290 WIVT/WBGH – TV 34 
WHWK-FM 98.1 YNN (10) 

This will also be placed on the school website and 
social media. 

Please Note: If our school begins with a one-hour 
delay, depending on weather conditions one of four 
things could happen: 
• We may open; 
• we could go to a two-hour delay, then open; 
• we could go to a two-hour delay, then close; or 
• we could close. 

If our school begins with a two-hour delay, break-
fast will NOT be served and there will be no morning 
BOCES. 

In the event of an emergency school closing, the 
letter on the day of return will be the same as the 
closed day. The cycle will continue from that point on. 

So, please continue to watch and listen for updates. 

Spanish Pen-Pals 
OV Spanish students have pen-pals from Moravia 

Middle School. The student received their first letters 
this week and we are getting ready to mail out their 
responses. Many student were asked (in Spanish) their 
favorite color and how they were doing. 

The OV students wrote a bit about themselves and 
asked the Moravia students a few questions about 
their hobbies. We hope to end the year with a face-
to-face meet up. 
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ANNUAL 

ALUMNI 

GAME 

Saturday, January 12
6:00 p.m. 

Adults—$1.00  Students—FREE 

5:30 p.m.—Player Sign-in/Warm-up 
6:00 p.m.—Game #1 (odds vs. evens) 

7:30 p.m.—Game #2 (alumni vs. OV staff) 
Intermission—Town youth basketball 

Players: Please bring a black shirt 
and a white/gold shirt. 

•50/50 raffle  •Concessions 
•OV Merchandise 

Sponsored by the OV Booster Club 

https://Adults�$1.00
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4th Grade Longhouses 
Students in Mrs. Moseley’s 4th grade class made 

longhouses, now on display in the library, as part of 
their social studies curriculum. Fourth grade level 
exploration topics for New York State history include 
study of Native Americans who had a thriving culture 
here hundreds of years ago. 

By making models of longhouses used by Iroquois 
families, students learned more about NYS geography 
and the relationship between these clans and the 
region in which they lived. A greater understanding 
of how these Native Americans worked with their 
physical environment to meet their needs emerged as 
students built their own model dwellings. 

Some of the longhouses on display also include fea-
tures you might have seen 500 years ago: a long aisle 
that served as a common area, a center fire for warm-
ing, a high roof for smoke to rise in when smoke holes 
had to be closed due to heavy weather, and doors like 
those that would have been made from animal hide. 

Like the Iroquois, the students’ construction was 
made using raw materials they found in their own 
environments: you will find twigs and bark, and 
found items adapted for decoration that students 
discovered in their own homes and yards. 

In the same way that longhouse use, construction, 
and decoration became an essential tradition for 
Native Americans who called this area home, it has 
long been a familiar 4th grade milestone at Otselic 
Valley. In some cases the longhouse building is a 
family affair; in other cases students do a great job 
working on their own. We appreciate their hard work, 
and the opportunity it gives all of us to appreciate the 
history of our area. 
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“The Otselic Valley Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disabilities, marital or veteran status.” 

Contact person: 
Robert Berson, Superintendent of Schools, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218. 

Calendar of Events 
January 

12 Booster Club Alumni Basketball Game 
18 2nd Grade Parent Breakfast 

Morning Program Spirit Day—Crazy Hair 
21 NO SCHOOL—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 

Offices Closed 
22-25 Regents Exams 

25 Marking Period/First Semester Ends 
28 Second Semester Begins 
31 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Shared Decision Making Committee Meeting 

February 
1 Report Cards Mailed 
6 Booster Club Meeting 
7 PTO Meeting 
8 Morning Program Spirit Day—Sports 

11-25 OV Online Store opens (Spring Sale) 
15 First Grade Parent Breakfast 
16 Pee Wee Wrestling Tournament 
18 NO SCHOOL—President’s Day, Offices 

Closed 
19-22 NO SCHOOL—Winter Recess, Offices Open 

27 Winter Sports Banquet 
28 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Shared Decision Making Committee Meeting 

Regents Re-Take Examination Schedule for January 2019 
January 22 

Tuesday 

January 23 

Wednesday 

January 24 

Thursday 

January 25 

Friday 
8:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 

English Language Arts RE U.S. History & 
Government 

Geometry 

Transition Exam in Global 
History & Geography 

Physical Setting/Physics 

Physical Setting/Earth 
Science 

Physical Setting/Chemistry 
11:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. Uniform Admissions Deadlines 

Morning Exams—10:00 a.m. 
Afternoon Exams—2:00 p.m. Living Environment Algebra 1 Algebra II 




